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Chapter to afford to the Imperial forces certain harbour and
	1   other facilities in time of peace, and—what is vital—
"in time of war or of strained relations with a foreign
power such harbour and other facilities as the British
Government may require'5 for the purpose of coastal
defence of Ireland (Article 7). As Mr. De Valera has
admitted, the carrying out of this absolute "obligation
would render an effort of the Free State to declare its
neutrality, even if the King were willing to act, mean-
ingless, for no foreign power would be ready to admit
the legal right to neutrality of a country which thus
afforded facilities to its enemy. The most serious argu-
ment against the idea of possible neutrality rests on
the common status of subjects of the King and on the
personal action of the King, War, it must be taken
for granted under the Kellogg Pact of 1928, as well as
under the League Covenant, would only be declared
by the Crown in a matter of the utmost importance
for the safety of the United Kingdom or some part of
the Empire, or of some territory whose protection was
deemed vital to self-defence, as explained by Sir A.
Chamberlain to Mr. Kellogg in connection with the
Pact. For the King acting in a vital issue of this sort
to dissociate himself at the same time from the action
in respect of a Dominion would demand an attitude of
mind which it would be difficult to expect or desire,
and, if the Dominion pressed the issue, it might be
necessary to accept its secession. It must be remem-
bered that, if the British declaration were based on a
duty under Article 16 of the League Covenant or other-
wise, the refusal of the Dominion to participate would
be gravely improper and the King could not properly
be asked to homologate it. Moreover, there are strong

